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BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE - BPC &
DIVISION 9. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES [23000 - 25762] ( Division 9 added by Stats. 1953, Ch.
152.)

CHAPTER 16. Regulatory Provisions [25600 - 25667] ( Chapter 16 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 152.

ARTICLE 1. In General [25600 - 25622] ( Article 1 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 152.)

(a) Every person who sells, furnishes, gives, or causes to be sold, furnished, or given away, any
25602. alcoholic beverage to any habitual or common drunkard or to any obviously intoxicated person is guilty
of a misdemeanor.

(b) No person who sells, furnishes, gives, or causes to be sold, furnished, or given away, any alcoholic
beverage pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section shall be civilly liable to any injured person or the estate of
such person for injuries inflicted on that person as a result of intoxication by the consumer of such alcoholic
beverage.

(c) The Legislature hereby declares that this section shall be interpreted so that the holdings in cases such as
Vesely v. Sager (5 Cal. 3d 153), Bernhard v. Harrah’s Club (16 Cal. 3d 313) and Coulter v. Superior Court
(___ Cal.3d__ ) be abrogated in favor of prior judicial interpretation finding the consumption of
alcoholic beverages rather than the serving of alcoholic beverages as the proximate cause of injuries inflicted
upon another by an intoxicated person.

(Amended by Stats. 1978, Ch. 929.)
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